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Our May Digital Newsletter

Also released this month was our digital version of The
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Friendship News.

Starting with the February issue, we changed our news-

letter concept. We will continue to print the eight page

newsletter for delivery to your address if you prefer, but

members who chose to receive their newsletter

through e-mail will be receiving an expanded version of
our newsletter, including historical documents and other

tools for your research.

The index for the May digital issue is below:

Index

The Friend Family Gathering is fast approaching. Be sure to make your reservations soon!

June 22, 23, 24
Hagerstown, Maryland

Gathering Headquarters is the Homewood Suites by Hilton in Hagerstown. It is easily accessible from the interstate.
Book your rooms early ! Homewood Suites is holding a block of rooms for us at a reduced rate of $109 a night. When
you call to reserve your room, please remember to tell the hotel that you are with the Friend Family. The hotel
phone number is : 301-665-3816
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Miscellany
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Welcome New Members

Laura J. Bowden
Fairchance, Pennsylvania

Donald Lee Friend
Friendsville, Maryland

Donald Richard Friend
Friendsville, Maryland

Wilma Jean Friend
Friendsville, Maryland

Genevieve Popplewell
Independence MO

David Popplewell
Independence MO

MEMBERSHIP DUES

Your yearly membership dues in the Friend Family Asso-
ciation of America are now due.

The membership dues may be paid online (using PayPal)
through our website at:

http://www.friendfamilyassociation.com/ or by mailing
your check to:

Friend Family Association of America
P.O. Box 96
261 Maple Street
Friendsville, Maryland 21531

Sunday Afternoon Storytelling

Sunday Afternoon Storytelling will begin on Sunday, May
6, 2012 at the Friend Family Association of America’s Na-
tional Headquarters in Friendsville, Maryland.

The Sunday Afternoon Storytelling starts at 2:00PM with
different guest speakers at each story telling.

The first storyteller is Friend family “Rememberer” Ina
Hicks.

The word “Rememberer” is Native American in origin. It
was the Rememberer who would verbally pass on their
history to the next generation for the past to be remem-
bered.

As well as being the Friend family Rememberer, Ina was
the Friend Family Association librarian for many years.

Another guest speaker will be Susan Turner, the author of
the Rufus Steele series. She is presently scheduled to
speak on June 17, 2012. There is more information on
Susan Turner on Page 5.

Our National Headquarters will be open May 2012
through August 2012

Wednesday through Saturday
Noon to 4:00pm

Sunday
1:00 to 4:00 with “Story Time” each Sunday

Upstairs Library will also be open for research Friday and
Saturday 10:00 to Noon

Other times by appointment by calling:
Shirley Drent at 301-746-4247 or Becky at 301-707-1114

New Genealogy Series on PBS
The basic drive to discover who we are and where we
come from is at the core of the new 10-part PBS series
Finding Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates, Jr . Filmed

on location across the United States, the series airs on
Sundays 8 pm ET on PBS.
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Miscellany (2)

Elections for positions available on the FFAA Board of
Trustees will be held at the 2012 Friend Gathering in
Hagerstown, MD.

Current serving Trustees whose terms will expire June
2012 are; Louise Pence, Karl Friend, and Donna Friend.
All are eligible for re-election.

The election committee will consist of Pat Thompson,
chairperson. Two more people will be selected to assist
with the election from the membership attending the
Gathering. Below are the biographies of two candidates.

Karl Friend was born in Indiana and is Life member # 7 of
the FFAA, joining in 1977.

Karl received his college degree in teaching at Bowling
Green State University. He majored in history and was
named four times in the “Who’s Who among America’s
Teachers” and is a Jennings Scholar. He taught for 35
years; retiring in 2002.

He continues his interests in genealogy and military histo-
ry, with his main interest concentrating in cavalry warfare.
Karl belongs to, holds and has held office in many, many
historical organizations; receiving numerous awards and
honors. He is also interested in car racing and once held
a professional competition license.

Karl has served on the Board of Trustees for the past six
years. He currently resides in Bowling Green, Ohio.

Jeff Custer was born in Akron, Ohio and joined the Friend
Family Association of America in 1988.

Jeff has been in the hospitality industry operating resort
properties, commercial hotels, as well as the restaurant,
meeting and banquet facilities associated with them, retir-
ing in 2012.

His interest in Genealogy began with the birth of his
youngest son, when he received the middle name of
Sheridan, which has been in his family since the 1860’s.

Jeff has served as the webmaster for the Friend Family
Association since 2006, and has contributed to, as well
as worked on the layout, for the Friendship News.

Jeff Custer

Karl Friend

Show & Tell

At our Gathering of Friends Bi-Annual Meeting, members
have brought items of interest to share with other mem-
bers.

Please bring any item to the meeting you would like the
other members to see and learn about .

This regular event has always been enjoyed by all.

FFAA E-Communiqués

Would you like to receive your free copy of the new
monthly FFAA E-communiqués from the Friend Family
Association?

It is available to both members and non-members and
offers stories, photographs and the latest news from the
FFAA.

Contact jeffreyacuster@gmail.com to be placed on the e-
mail list or sign up from our website at
www.friendfamilyassociation.com
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Did You Know?

The second article to
appear for The Friend
Family Association new
historical series, Did
You Know?, printed in
the Friendsville News
section of The Republi-
can newspaper .

The first picture on the
right is the high school
in Friendsville.

The second photograph
/s the Friendsville High
School Basketball Team
for the 1912-13 school
year. They are in front
of the Knights of Pythias
Building.

Historical series sponsored by the Friend Family Association of America (FFAA)

Did you know the first high school in Friendsville was located on Water Street?

Unfortunately, the building is no longer in existence, but the first high school in Friendsville
was located on Water Street, three properties north of the present Riverside Hotel. It was a
two-story wooden structure with cathedral windows and a bell tower on top to signal the begin-|
ning of the school day. Both elementary and high school age students attended. The high
school basketball team practiced on the second floor of the Knights of Pythias building, which
was located three properties north of the school building.

Pictures of the school can be viewed at the Friend Family Association of America Heritage
Museum and Genealogy Library at the corner of Maple Street and First Avenue.

Note: If you have information, pictures, or reminiscent stories to share,
please call 301-746-4247 or 301-746-5400.
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Meet our June 17 Storytelling Guest

My father, Warren Teets, was born (in 1924) and raised in Friendsville. He and his father and
mother (Harvey and Pearl Teets) and his nine siblings (Arthur, Stanley, Rose, Glen, Ivan, Or-
val, Mildred, Junior, and Ken) lived on a farm just west of Friendsville on a road that is named
Teets Road. Although my family lived in Miami for most of my childhood, we visited Friends-
ville often, and | have a great fondness for Garrett County. As you say, the books are works of
fiction. However, for authenticity of setting | used the names of the streets of Friendsville, the
river, some buildings on Maple Street, and other identifying landmarks within the stories. (I did
take some license with placement of some of the adventures.) | used the names of my uncles
in the stories, particularly in the first book, Rufus Steele 1938. The narrator in the book
(Henry Murphy) is a composite of many of their adventures and is the same age as my father
was in 1938 (14 years old). My uncle, Stanley (Jim), was a trapper for most of his life. Hence,

the beginning story of the setting of traps and the bear attack. Many of my uncles played

baseball. Hence, the baseball scenes. And, every winter, the family dug out coal for the fur-
nace. Hence, the scenes of searching for coal veins in the abandoned mine. And, on one of Susan Tumer
our family summer trips to Friendsville, my cousins Linda and Mary Teets took us to a tent re-

Rufus Steele author

vival in Swanton—very scary! Hence, the tent revival scene in this book.

Obviously, | am familiar with the founding of Friendsville and recognizable names in Garrett
County history: Friend, Myers, Glover, Savage, Schroyer, Fox. These names, as you point
out, are sprinkled throughout the book—although the events connected with them are purely
fiction.

For historical events and places, my uncle Ken sent me a book of photographs published
some years ago by the Garrett County Historical Society. These pictures provided ideas for
scenes and places in the book. For example, the photo of Fred Fox’s horse barn which
burned in the early 1900’s sparked the idea for the opening scene in Rufus Steele 1940-the
barn burning with the horses trapped inside. My uncle Orval Teets and aunt Reb (Rhodes)
Teets from Swanton were always very involved in Boy Scouts and their jamborees. Hence,
the notion in the 1940 book of preparing for the tracking activities of boy scouts. In addition,
on one of our summer visits to Garrett County, my brother Bill fell in my uncle Glen’s well and
had to be pulled out. This scene in the 1940 book is taken from that memory.

The idea for the main character to be a doctor on Friendsville’s Maple Street came from my
own experience of visiting a doctor in a brick house/office on Maple Street when | was a young
teenager. Unfortunately, | do not remember his name, but he would have been Friendsville’s
town doctor in the early to mid 1960’s. | must tell you that the name of the main character,
Rufus Steele, is entirely fictional and has little to do with Friendsville. In the process of reading
a morning paper, | came across the name Rufus and thought it perfect for this character’s first
name. Then, because of his strong inner core and “steely” nerves in the face of crisis, the last
name Steele seemed appropriate

The last book, Rufus Steele 71943, is a combination of sources and people and places. Many

of the ideas came from my father’s own experiences as a member of the corps of engineers in
Italy in World War Il. Others came from books | read on field hospitals and battles in Italy dur-
ing the war.

I’'m always thrilled that people read the Rufus stories and enjoy them. They are a great joy to
write and bring back wonderful memories of place.

Susan C. Turner

Susan C. Turner, born in NY and raised in Miami, is the author of the acclaimed Rufus
Steele adventure series. She is well known for her delightful picture books, including Ben-
jamin Barley's Button which she wrote and illustrated. Turner is noted for her portrayal of
the lives of young people, the challenges they face in growing up, and the decisions they

N

THE FRIENDSHIP NEWS May 2012

5




Saying Goodbye to our Friends

Richard W. Friend, 86 years, of Hamilton, passed away
Friday, March 2, 2012 at Parkview Hospital, Fort Wayne,
Indiana. Richard was born January 5, 1926 in Corunna,
Indiana the son of the late John Henry and Lottie Minerva
(Boren) Friend. He was a 1944 graduate of Hamilton
High School. Richard served in the United States Army,
serving during WWII. He married Rosann Swihart on De-
cember 22, 1947 in Auburn, Indiana. Richard was em-
ployed by Auburn Gear for 43 years. He also delivered
the Journal Gazette newspaper around the Hamilton Lake
area for 39 years. He was a former member of the Hamil-
ton Masonic Lodge #701. He was a lifelong member of
the Angola VFW Post 7205. Richard was also a
“Gentleman’s Farmer” managing the family farm. He also
was a Boy Scout Leader, a Little League Baseball

coach. He enjoyed serving the community. As hobbies,
he enjoyed photography, bird watching and woodwork-
ing. In his younger years, he enjoyed hunting and fishing.

Surviving is his wife, Rosann, daughter, Linda Bireley and
her companion Kevin Bireley, of Hamilton; two sons, Jim
(Anna) Friend of Garrett, Indiana and Tom (Julie) Friend
of Pleasant Lake, daughter-in-law, Jackie Friend of Ham-
ilton; ten grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren and
one great-great-granddaughter. He was preceded in
death by his parents, one son, Steve Friend, one brother,
John Friend and two sisters, lolene Carrick and Myrtle
Christlieb.

Memorial services for Richard W. Friend will be held at
11:30 a.m. Thursday, March 8, 2012 in the Oberlin-
Turnbull Funeral Home & Crematory, 3985 East Church
Street, Hamilton with Pastor Edward Harnish officiat-

ing. Interment will follow in Hamilton Cemetery with Mili-
tary Graveside Rites provided by the Angola VFW Post
7205. Relatives and friends will be received in the funeral
beginning at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, until the beginning of
services at 11:30 a.m.

Those planning an expression of sympathy are asked to
consider contributions to the American Heart Association,
the American Cancer Society or to the Boy Scouts of
America.

Elma Gertrude (Custer) Arbitter
March 11, 1911—January 25, 2012

Elma was a long time member of the Friend Family Asso-
ciation of America.

She was born on March 11, 1911 in Sang Run Maryland
to Homer Delphia Custer and Francis Maud (Friend) Cus-
ter-Friend.

Her mother, Francis was the daughter of Joab and Mary
Jeanette (Friend) Friend. And Francis’ second husband
was Wesley McCelland Friend, the son of Smith McClel-
lan Friend and Delia Alice (Friend) Friend.

She was married to Gordon D. Arbitter (1907-2007) on
August 17, 1929 in Michigan.

They had two children, Bernice Elma Arbitter and Helen
Marie Arbitter

Elma’s parents, Homer Delphia Custer and Francis Maud
(Friend) Custer-Friend.
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Friend Family Gathering Registration

2012 Friend Family Gathering Registration Form

Name
Address

Phone Email

Day and approximate time you plan to arrive

Will you be staying at the Homewood Suites by Hilton?

Early Bird Registration Fee:

Members - $70 Non Members - $80
After March 1, 2012 Registration Fee:
Members - $75 Non Members - $85

Registration fee includes dessert bar on Friday night, Lunch and Dinner on Sat-
urday . Breakfasts are free for those staying at the Homewood Suites.
(Registration fee does NOT include hotel accommodations. You must book
your own hotel rooms.)

Mail completed form along with check for registration fee to:

Becky Korns Make checks payable to:
PO Box 742 Friend Family Association
Mount Savage, MD 21545 of America

Homewood Suites by Hilton® Hagerstown

1650 Pullman Lane, Hagerstown,

Maryland, United States 21740

Telephone: 1-301-665-3816
Fax: 1-301-665-3817
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The New Books In The Friend Family Series
Susannah Friend-House,
Daughter of John Friend Sr.
Books I and Il

by
Patrick T. Smith and Patty (Friend) Thompson

Now available through the Friend Family Association of America

The Friendship News is the official publication of the Friend Family Association of America, published quarterly. Complimentary copies are sent to
libraries and genealogical organizations upon request. Members may submit historical records, news items and queries; published as space allows.

The Friend Family Association of America
P. O. Box 96,
Friendsville, MD 21531

Email: 1st_vp@friendfamilyassociation.com

Internet: www.friendfamilyassociation.com

~| The Friend Family Association of America, Inc., a tax exempt publicly supported organization under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code,

engaged in the collection, recording, preserving and sharing of historical and genealogical data.

Membership is open to all persons regardless of name, race, creed or place of origin.

Two classes of membership are available: Individual Regular member, $25.00 per year; Individual Life member $250.00.

FRIEND FAMILY ASSOC. OF AMERICA
P.O. BOX 96

FRIENDSVILLE, MD 21531
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